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the functions of the agencies, but separating out the bank i ng
f unc t i o n s so t h a t we a r e g e t t i ng t h e mo n e y i n t o t h e b an k a s s oo n
as possible. There is also an issue with the current State
Treasurer. There are people who have opinions about her. She
is a str ong person. She shares her views about...with anyone
who will listen, and she's quite intense and...but I think that
this is about policy. It is bigger than a particular person and
I h av e ab so l u t e c on f i d e n ce i n . . . f r om m y ob s e r v a t i on s o f wha t
we' ve done w i t h t h e c e n t ra l i z i n g o f chi l d sup p o r t , t hat we can
do this and we can do this well. I have passed around something
f rom t h e We s t V i r g i n i a g ov e r n m e n t al n e ws l e t t e r ab o u t t h e i r
lockbox system, which is exactly what we' re p roposing doing in
LB 117. The re a re a num ber of other states that are using a
s imi l a r p r o c e ss : Oh i o , Wi s co n s i n , Ca l i f o r n i a , L o u i s i a na ,
Alabama, New York, New Jersey, Georgia, New Mexico, Virg'nia,
T exas, Massachusetts, and Indiana. A ll o f these sta tes ha ve
s ome cent ralization o f the i r processes. The U .S . State
D epartment processes all their passports and related work wit h
t echno l og y s i mi l a r t o wh a t we ' r e p r op o s i n g i n t h i s b i l l , an d t h e
Department o f A ir Force scans a nd p reserves al l of their
c las s i f i e d mi l i t a r y do c u me nt s u t i l i z i ng t h i s t e c h no l og y . Ou r
state disbursement u nit f or ch ild support costs one-fifth of
what mos t o t h e r s t a t e s co s t f o r t h e p r o ce ss i ng o f e a ch ch e ck .
We are the on ly state tha t ...there may be one other that is
almost completely a state concern. Most privatize this function
and we a r e d o i n g i t wi t h i n ou r s t a t e . Th i s l a s t y e a r . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK. One minute.

SENATOR BROWN: .. .this last year, Nebraska recaptured $600,000
in General F unds f or the las t fiscal year, which meant that
t here wa s a m at c h o f $ 1 . 2 mi l l i on i n f e d e r a l f u nd s b e ca u s e ou r
processing costs were so low compared to other states, and were
so low compared t o o u r i ni t i al pr o j ect i o n s t h a t w e w er e a b l e t o
recapture $600,000 an d th e n we lost the $1.2 million in the
f edera l m at c h . Th i s . ..a similar technology would be used fo r
the centralized receipting and deposit system, and it is similar
to what o ur state ha s received national awards for using the
most advanced technology in c h ild su pport co llection i n the
country. A s we loo k at addressing our budget crisis, we will
n eed t o p ut i n a g r e a t d ea l o f e f f o r t a nd t h ou g h t .
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